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TS# 141941 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

9 October 19S8 



MSMOf ANBUM FOR: Chairman, Guided Mis til* Intelligence 

Committee 

SUBJECT: Soviet I CBM Development Program 


1. We Mve es timated , tor a variety of cogent reason* , 
that the Soviets have assigned a very high priority to their ICBM 
development program, and that they have already decided to ac- 
quire a eiaeable operational capability with ICBM* at the earliest 
practicable date. In the light of much evidence of high Soviet 
capabilities in ballistic missiles, of the establishment of n new 
test range for ICBM and rolated purposes, and of the early 
achievement of initial ICBM and earth satellite vehicle launchings, 
we have alee estimated that the USSR will probably achieve an 
initial 1GB M operational capability seme time during calendar 
1999. We have not ruled out the possibility that the Soviets may 
establish in the latter part of 1958 a limited operational capability 
with comparativaly unproven 1GB Ms. 

2. These estimates of the probable end possible date of 
initial Soviet operational capability with ICBMs were predicated 
upon the fairly f request teat firing of ICBMs over a period of 
months. But following the first few ICBMs end earth satellite 
launchings, the teat-firing program apparently proceeded at a 
slower pecs than we had anticipated. More recently, to the beat 
of our knowledge there has been no successful firing of an ICBM 
test vehicle since late May 1959, a period of more than five months. 

3. in view of the importance of this question to US national 
security, and of the imminence of a new national estimate on Soviet 
capabilities and intentions in the military and other fields (NIB 11-4*58). 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OCT 1 0 1958 


memorandum for the chairman, u. s. intelligence board 

SUBJECT: Soviet ICBM Development Program 


This will confirm Defense concurrence in the subject draft 
paper. Verbal concurrence has already been given by telephone 
to Mr. John Heires. 


It is felt that such a review of the Soviet ICBM Development 
Program is of the utmost importance particularly in view of the 
apparent anomalies in the Soviet testing program. ^ 




&. B. RRS 



/General/^UgpJG 
Assistant to the 
Secretary of Defense 
(fecial Operations) 




i.caDef Cora. 


Nn.TS - IflO 'tfr 


't? 
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